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St Mary’s Parish Church, 

Portchester 
“We are a people of prayer, learning and growing in faith 

together. Our vision is to be a caring and welcoming church 

family who reach out with the love of God into our local 

community and the world.” (Mission Statement)  
 

 

St Mary’s News 
No. 72 – 20th December 2020  

 

Advent (4) 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

From the Vicar 
In these uncertain times, I am so glad that we are able to have some celebrations of 

Christmas this year.  Although many services have been cancelled and others scaled down, 

we are determined to do something, and so I hope that many of you will be able to come to 

something. Thank you for the many Christmas cards we’ve received at the Vicarage, 

especially those who wrote a few lines of appreciation for the leadership I have given in 

trying to keep the Church together, and keep you all informed during this time. 
 

I write this at the busiest time of the year for me, as thankfully so much is still happening. I 

do miss not being able to visit people in their homes, and also to share in the affection of 

our church family.  Do look after yourselves, and I wish you all a peaceful and hopeful 

Christmas, 
 

Your friend and pastor, Ian 

Parish Office: Portchester Parish Hall, Assheton Court, Portchester, PO16 9PY 

Tel: 02392 321380; E-mail: stmaryoffice@btconnect.com 

(During this period the office is closed, however, appointments can be made during office hours if 

needed. Any post will be collected and phone calls and e-mails will go straight to Emma who is 

working mostly from home).  
 
 

Vicar: Rev Dr Ian Meredith, The Vicarage, 164 Castle Street, Portchester, PO16 9QH 

Tel: 02392 375422; E-mail: irev@ymail.com 
 

,,, 

Treasurer: Sally Young,  127 Castle Street, Portchester, PO16 9QX  

Tel: 02392 381675; E-mail: stmarytreasurer@btconnect.com 

Direct bank payments: Name of A/C “St Mary’s PCC”; Sort Code: 30-93-17;  

A/C No. 01581431 CHEQUES SHOULD BE MADE OUT TO “ST MARY’S PCC” 

 

Tea Room / Catering Manager: Ron Prior 

Tel: 07776 147998; E-mail: Ronald.prior2@ntlworld.com 
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Latest Covid restrictions: Tier 2 & 3 
On Thursday 17th it was announced that Fareham and Portchester would remain in Tier 2, 

but our neighbours in Portsmouth, Gosport, Lee on Solent and Havant would be in Tier 3.  

This is good news for Portchester, but not so great for the others.  The whole situation 

concerning what is allowed and what is not is complicated (for some of us!).   
 

We have made the sad decision that only those who live in Tier 2 should attend the services 

for the time being. This does not apply to those from Tier 3 who have to come into 

Portchester to work – they are still allowed. We are doing all we can to make St Mary’s a 

‘Covid safe’ place, and during the Christmas period we need to be extra vigilant. We as a 

church also need to be setting an example of keeping to the rules. We will miss our friends 

from outside Portchester, and look forward to meeting up again when rules allow.   
 

The Christingles 
We held four of these last weekend, with a total of around 120 adults and children in all.  

Although the format was very different this year – family bubbles grouped around tables, 

everyone who came said it was a great atmosphere and thoroughly enjoyable.  Our grateful 

thanks to Carol Gay and Jeff and Pauline Jennings for taking the lead in organising these.  

Thanks also to Morrisons and Tescos for the donation of oranges and other bits.  
 

Christmas Services  
All services (with the exception of the open air carol service on 20th) have to be pre-booked 

through the Parish Office.   
 

 
 

Christmas Trees 

We are very grateful for the donation of the lovely Christmas trees this year: 

 The large one outside is from the Southwick Estate 

 The one inside the church is from Stapleford’s Funeral Directors 

 The tree by the Lych Gate is from Taylor & Wallis Funeral Directors. 

Thanks also to Keith and his team for putting up and decorating the trees, and to Ray, Peter 

and Team for the floodlighting inside and outside the church.   
 

 

Carols around the Christmas tree 

 Sunday 20th at 4.00pm  

 This will be an open air service of carols and readings round the Christmas tree. 

There is no number limit for this and you don’t have to pre-book – just turn up, but 

do socially distance yourselves – at least there will be plenty of room.  

The rules now allow for singing at open air services, so come along and enjoy the 

first ‘live’ singing since lockdown! We were going to have mulled wine at this, but 

some kind soul reported us to the Council.  We tried to convince them that a mince 

pie was a ‘substantial meal’, but they were having none of it! (joke!) So instead, with 

the mince pies we will be giving out hot chocolate.  
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The BBC weather forecast on Friday suggests that around 4.00pm will be the time of 

least rain expected – 8% chance, but wrap up and probably bring a brollie just in 

case.  
 

 

Christmas Eve 

There has not been a great uptake on these and so we have had to cancel the 3.00pm 

and 9.00pm.  Most of those who had booked were happy to transfer to one of the 

other services. The numbers who had booked in by Friday 18th are in one sense 

disappointing, but on the other hand, we are not looking for large numbers this year. 

There is still time book, but please do so by Wednesday 23rd at the latest, but the 

earlier the better.  

5.00pm Rev Anne Boggust (32) 

7.00pm Rev Phil Hiscock (17) 

11.00pm Rev Ian Meredith (40) 
 

 

Christmas Day (Both taken by Rev Ian) 

 8.00am Holy Communion (12) 

 10.30am All Age service.  (26)  
 
 

The church and the churchyard will remain open throughout the holidays, including 

Christmas Day from 10am – 4pm.  
 

Keeping it legal 
We’ve had two instances recently where St Mary’s was ‘reported’ for infringing rules. The 

first was to the Archdeacon, saying that we had removed the pews without faculty 

permission. In actual fact we had obtained verbal permission from the Archdeacon who 

issued a license allowing us to do so – but it had not appeared on the diocesan faculty 

portal. This has now been rectified.   The second was as mentioned, that we were giving 

away mulled wine (enough said).  
 

The next will no doubt be on the legality or otherwise of our current system of 

downloading worship songs and hymns and either listening to them, or in the future, 

singing along with them. Please rest assured that we are within the law: 

 We already have a CCLI (Christian Copyright Licensing International) license which 

allows us to print words of many hymns, though not all, and play certain music 

within worship. 

 We have in addition taken out a ‘Streaming License’ allowing us to download some 

music on to our Website/Facebook via YouTube. 

 We are now writing to various churches and organisations for permission to use 

their music from YouTube in our services. 

 Where we have been unable to locate the church or organisation, we will put in a 

disclaimer that we have made every effort to do so, and will rectify if informed.  

We are very grateful to Emma who has spent a lot of time in conversation with the office at 

CCLI and also Neil Pugmire our Diocesan Communications Officer.  
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Tea Room news 
The Tea Room will be closed on Christmas Eve, Christmas Day and Boxing Day (or to be 

liturgically correct – the Feast of St Stephen!).  Many thanks to Ron and all the volunteers 

who have worked so hard and given us an excellent few months of service.  Thank you also 

to Wendy Callear and Gwyneth Lock and a couple of non members for putting such a good 

post on Voice4Portchester Facebook.  Each of them attracted hundreds of likes and 

resulted in bumper sales the following day! We need to promote the Tea Room as regularly 

and enthusiastically as we can.   
 

Remember that we are giving away free kids lunches throughout the holidays – please 

draw this to the attention of any family you know.   
 

Scam E-mails from ‘The Vicar’ 
Rev Ian writes .... 
 

The following e-mail was sent out from our Diocesan Communications Officer to all the 

clergy, but I thought it was appropriate for all church members to be aware. Internet scams 

are the most profitable type of criminal activity, bringing in millions of pounds to 

fraudsters.  Please be assured that I would never e-mail any of you for money or vouchers 

either for myself or some other cause. Any appeals for money are to everyone and would 

come via this newsletter.  A common trick is one purporting to come from someone you 

know who is ‘stranded’ in a foreign country and needs your help.  If you get a gut feeling 

that this is not genuine, please go with it!   
  

“A sophisticated scam is being used in our diocese and several other dioceses. I’m aware that 

parish officers in other dioceses lost significant sums of money as a result. 
  

I’ve had reports from two parishes in the past couple of days that fake emails have been sent, 

purporting to be from clergy. It’s important that you are aware of the scam, so that you know 

how to deal with it – (ignore and delete it). 
  

The scammers look at a parish website, discover the name of the vicar, and note down any 

email addresses on that website for parish officers or others with significant roles in the 

church. They use a fake email address for the vicar, but use the vicar’s real name. They then 

send an email to those parish officers whose details are on the website, sometimes addressing 

them by name, and often along the lines of: 
  

‘Do you have a moment I have a request I need you to handle discreetly. I am currently 

busy in a prayer session, no calls so just reply my email.’ 
  

Anyone who responds to the initial email will be asked to buy some Amazon vouchers and 

forward the details digitally (and discreetly) to the fake vicar as a ‘surprise’ for someone else 

within the church community. It obviously plays on the trust between you as clergy and those 

you work with most closely.”  
 

Police Award 
 Congratulations to Tim McIlroy whose work for the prison service has been recognised. 

Tim was recently given a special award by Hampshire Constabulary for his devotion to 

voluntary work at Winchester Prison especially during this year of Coronavirus.  Tim is a 
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lay chaplain there, and has been one of the few volunteers still allowed to come into the 

prison where he provides a ministry of friendship, pastoral care and worship for the 

prisoners.  Thankfully Tim is not only able to enter the prison, unlike most there, but he is 

also able to walk back out again!   

 

Supporting the local food bank 
We are collecting non-perishable items of food to donate to the Portchester Methodist 

Church Food Pantry.  Please bring items to the 8.00am and 10.30am services on Sunday, to 

the 4pm carol service or drop off at the north transept of the church during the day.   

 

St Mary’s Lambs (Pre-school Toddlers Group) 
Sadly, our St Mary’s Lambs have not been able to meet for most of this year due to the 

virus.  However, their leaders have been busy supporting local charities at Christmas on 

behalf of the Lambs.  If you click here you will be able to read of how their £50 donation 

was matched by Tesco’s enabling them to purchase £100 worth of selection boxes for 

Fareham & Gosport Basics bank.  There are various other craft activities the children have 

been engaged in at home, and they hope to recommence meeting as soon as it is safe to do 

so.   

 

Retirement of Bishop Christopher. 
Just as we were taking in the news that we are losing our Archdeacon, Gavin Collins, who is 

being made Area Bishop of Dorchester, our own diocesan Bishop, Christopher Foster 

announced his retirement from April.  Bishop Christopher has led our diocese for the past 

10 years and you can read all about that here.  

 

His wife, Rev Sally Davenport is Vicar of Holy Trinity Church with St Columba, Fareham, 

and she will also be retiring. They are moving to Somerset and we wish them well in their 

retirement. 

 

Of course that means for our Vicar, as Area Dean he has another church to be involved with 

during their vacancy.   

 

Rev David Simpson’s new post. 
We are delighted to announce that one of our Assistant Priests, Rev David Simpson has 

been appointed as Rector of the Parish Church of St Edward the Confessor, Romford, Essex, 

in the Diocese of Chelmsford.  St Edwards is a very busy and lively Anglo-Catholic parish 

with good youth work and lots of children.  It will suit David’s gifts admirably.  David has 

served as a full time chaplain the Royal Navy for the past few years, and we have been 

privileged to have him as part of our church community. He has particularly championed 

young people’s work here at St Mary’s, and we will miss him very much.  He is being 

licensed on 17th March, and there will be another opportunity in this newsletter to give a 

fuller appreciation and to tell you something of his new parish. 
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The Vicar is staying! 
Ian writes, “With our Bishop, Archdeacon,  and Assistant Priest all leaving us early next 

year, you are probably wondering if I am also going!  Not as far as I know!  I’ve been very 

happy in the church and parish here, and I think I still have a few years left, but I won’t be 

here for ever!  This is likely to be my last job in the Church, so I won’t be applying either to 

be Archdeacon or Bishop!  I am however, taking a break after Christmas.  I’ll be around and 

on call, but generally will be taking my post-Christmas break , and will be back at work on 

Saturday 2nd January.” 

 

Services during the holidays  
There will be no Wednesday Communion service on 23rd and 30th December. We start back 

on 6th January. 

There will be no Morning Prayer after  Wednesday 23rd December; we start back on 

Monday 4th January, and will still only meet on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays during 

the present pandemic.  

There are no dates yet for the re-opening of the Parish Hall, so the Friday morning, Sunday 

evenings and Friday Connect Youth Group are not meeting until further notice.  

 

The Church Office will be closed from December 24th and will re-open on Monday 4th 

January. 

 

Christmas cards. 
Please don’t leave cards lying around for people to collect, but give them out personally.  

People don’t usually even know they are there so don’t pick them up, and we can’t provide 

a postal delivery.   Sorry, but we may have to put any in the re-cycle bin.  

 

2021. 
We’ll be glad in some ways to see the end of 2020, but Coronavirus doesn’t work like that! 

With the increase of social interaction over the Christmas period, predictions are for a rise 

in cases and the inevitable lockdown.  During the last two lockdowns Sunday services were 

cancelled, and even now that they are back, there are many restrictions and other activities 

have still not returned.  We are planning the next rota of services, but you will appreciate 

that at short notice, these may have to be cancelled.  The recovery in terms of finances, 

bring back our congregation together and the making up of spiritual life due to 

cancellations is going to take time, effort and much prayer.  Remember, to continue to be a 

people of HOPE – and that’s not just for Advent!  

 
 


