
St Mary’s Church Report: 2020 

 
During this Coronavirus year the church has been closed for much of the year and services 

have not been held in the building for much of the time. What has been surprising, however, is 

the amount of things St Mary’s Church has still been able to do even in this difficult year of 

restrictions. 

 

In February we started “CONNECT” a new youth group for teens each Friday in the Parish 

Hall. This was led by Rev David Simpson and his dedicated team of volunteers. This was the 

first initiative for teens in our church for a long time. We were only able to meet three times 

before lockdown hit us, but the numbers increased each week. 

 

The same months saw initiatives to re-start a branch of the MOTHERS UNION, and a meeting 

was held in the Wicor Mill Pub to which around 20 women came.  The result was that we were 

going to start not just one group – but two! A second group would be formed for younger 

women. 

 

The Coronavirus struck in March, and we had to change our style of ministry. We started 

recording the services, firstly from the church but then from homes.  This was a new venture 

for us, and we saw our on-line viewing numbers exceed anything like the numbers we got to 

‘live’ services.   

 

Our COMMUNICATIONS changed from weekly paper notice sheet and monthly ‘Keeping in 

Touch’ newsletter to a weekly (later fortnightly) mail chimp on e-mail: St Mary’s News. This 

has a mailing list of over 300 addresses and in addition we print 60 copies for those not on e-

mail.  These are printed and delivered by a dedicated team of volunteers.  

 

PASTORAL AND OUTREACH. We co-ordinated a network of volunteers from the church who 

phoned round people to assure them they were not alone and to see if we could offer practical 

support like collecting shopping and prescriptions.  We also had an arrangement with the 

Wicor Mill pub where we were able to have SUNDAY LUNCHES DELIVERED to the elderly, 

housebound and others.  

 

CHILDREN’s MINISTRY continued but online as Emma Capps, Amy Sparks and Heather Jones 

produced some wonderful children’s services and activities which were broadcast on 

Facebook and YouTube.  ST MARY’S LAMBS our toddler group held a summer picnic, and 

have kept their members in regular contact through Facebook.  Heather Jones was appointed 

this year as their new leader and she and her daughter Isabel have produced some wonderful 

videos.  

 

During the warmer summer months, while still not able to meet indoors, we held OPEN AIR 

SERVICES IN the churchyard each Sunday.  This saw many of our members come back to 

worship after several months away, and the numbers exceeded 100 every week.  We also saw 

a number of new people join our congregation as a result of this.  

 

In June, Justin and Emily produced a special St Mary’s version of the lockdown Christian song 

‘THE BLESSING’.  This included some wonderful drone footage of the church, castle and 

churchyard and has been a blessing to many people, near and far.  



In July, we launched out on one of our most exciting initiatives – the appointment of a full time 

manager for our TEA ROOM – RON PRIOR.  By this means we were able to re-open the Tea 

Room that month.  Ron is assisted by a team of over 30 volunteers. As well as providing a 

financial revenue for the church, it has been a great means of fellowship, hospitality and 

welcome.   The Tea Room once again received a 5 Star certificate from the Council’s 

Environmental Health and a ‘Traveller’s Choice’ certificate from Trip Advisor who continue to 

have excellent reviews from members of the public who have enjoyed the Tea Room. The Tea 

Room has also started its own FACEBOOK PAGE. 

 

In September we recommenced our Friday morning services in the PARISH HALL.  We moved 

into the large hall for two reasons: firstly, to encourage better social distancing, and secondly, 

because the numbers were increasing so much that we no longer fitted into the smaller hall. 

The Rev James Hair took a particular interest in this service and during lockdown provided a 

regular Friday devotional post on our Facebook dedicated to the Friday congregation.  

 

The Autumn saw the commencement of our ALPHA COURSE which has now been running for 

the seventh consecutive year at St Mary’s and through which many have come to faith or had 

their faith renewed. After many years of leadership, Vicki Powell stood down from this, and 

Penny McIlroy took over. This year’s course started as a live group, but when the next 

lockdown came, they completed the course on line and with Zoom meetings.   

 

The group, the FRIENDS OF ST MARY’s donated three devotional panels which were fitted 

into the alcoves of the north transept. These will help the prayerful ambience of that space, 

and although many members have not seen them yet, we look forward to enjoying them once 

we return to the building.  

 

There were national concerns that during the school holidays and during lockdown, some 

children were going without their lunch.  In October we commenced a system of offering 

FREE MEALS TO SCHOOL CHILDREN.  This was funded from our 10% charity fund but also 

from outside individuals and groups.  This ministry of hospitality continues and so far we 

have been able to give away hundreds of these meals.  

 

A new church WEBSITE was created in December by our talented administrator, Emma 

Capps.  This website is a lot more user friendly than the previous one, and has attracted many 

favourable comments.  It has some extra features like a weekly calendar and videos of 

services.  

 

All this and more has been possible due to the amazing generosity of our congregation. During 

this year when there were no collections, several sent in large donations by cheque, and small 

amounts were also appreciated.  Others took out standing orders with the bank.  This year we 

launched the PARISH GIVING SCHEME and already we are in the top 20 churches in 

Portsmouth Diocese for the number of participants and for the amount given through this 

means.   

 

The year ended with all our bills paid, all our financial obligations met, our Parish Share paid 

in full and no debt!  

 

Did someone say that not a lot had happened this year!! 


