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St Mary’s Parish Church, 

Portchester 
“We are a people of prayer, learning and growing in faith 

together. Our vision is to be a caring and welcoming church 

family who reach out with the love of God into our local 

community and the world.” (Mission Statement)  
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From the Vicar 
Like most of you, I’ve had my jab and am feeling more confident about getting out and 

about again.  I’ve got mixed feelings about returning to normal.  On the one hand I am really 

excited about the thought of being back in the centre of a busy growing church life and am 

especially looking forward to seeing folk again.  I’ve begun to forget some names of people 

on the fringe, which is only to be expected after such little contact, but they usually come 

back to me after a few seconds. I wasn’t made for sitting at a computer and being on Zoom 

meetings all day, but that’s how it must be for the time being.   
 

On the other hand, I’ve slightly enjoyed the lockdown, as it has given me the chance to get 

off the tread mill, take life at a slower pace and be more reflective.  I would like to think that 

I have grown spiritually, as I’ve certainly been spending a lot more time in prayer and 
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devotional reading.  I’m praying for you all every day, by going through the church lists and 

taking about 10 names each day.  It is so good to know something about your struggles and 

that of your family, as that helps my prayers to be more than just your name, although I’m 

sure the Lord knows all about your struggles anyway.  I don’t just pray about your 

problems, but thank God for your victories, joys and the gifts you bring to the church and to 

life itself.   
 

Prayer is not always ‘asking’ for things anyway, often it’s just a way of being ‘with’ people in 

their journey.  It’s a way of being close to people we don’t often see or who may be far 

away.  
 

I hope to grow in prayer even once lockdown is over, but that might mean getting up even 

earlier! 
 

My main anxiety is the thought of the church starting up again, almost from scratch: so 

much to do, so many e-mails, phone calls and Zoom meetings to get things back to normal. 
 

I have found the Bible to be amazingly ‘chatty’ to me these past few months, and it seems 

that whatever issues I am going through, there is always a verse or two that ‘jump out’ – 

perhaps not always faithful to the historical context, but amazingly relevant to my current 

situations.   
 

When I was thinking about the work involved in getting everything up and running again, I 

heard a gentle voice saying, ‘but it doesn’t all depend on you.’ Then these verses jumped out 

at me:  

Ephesians 3:20 ‘Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish 

abundantly far more than we can ask or imagine ... 

followed by the Psalm for that day, Psalm 147:11 ‘The Lord takes no pleasure in the power of 

a horse, no delight in human strength.’  
 

I think the message was clear enough – it will not be done in my strength alone, but in the 

power of the Spirit.  It will also not be done by me alone – but with all of us working 

together.  I am going to need you all so much in the months to come, but together with 

God’s help, we can see St Mary’s rise from the ashes of lockdown.  
 

Your friend and pastor 

Ian 

 

The road to recovery 
The Government recently announced their ‘roadmap to recovery’ from lockdown – that 

there could be a phased return to normality.  As to how this will affect church services etc 

has yet to be discovered.  The C of E offers its own guidance after consultation with 

government officials, but to date nothing has been decided. We will let you know as soon as 

possible, so all the events and ideas mentioned here are purely speculative – a wish list!  
 

The PCC decided that there would be no services at church during March, including Palm 

Sunday. However, April could see the return to something at least as a start to some 

normality.  
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Holy Week.  If there is the possibility of returning, we would like to hold services on 

Maundy Thursday (1st April) and Good Friday (2nd April).  It would also be great if we could 

hold Easter Services on Sunday 4th, even if outside.   
 

Stage 2 – from 12th April 

 The Tea Room can again offer outside seating 

 The Parish Hall can re-open which could mean the Friday morning services, the 

Friday Connect Youth group and Evening Services could begin this week.  

 Weddings are on again with up to 15 people in attendance.  
 

Stage 3 – from 17th May 

 Groups of up to 30 people can meet outdoors (although like last summer, church 

open air services of unlimited numbers could be held in churchyards)  

 The Tea Room can offer indoor seating 

 Weddings up to 30 people 
 

Stage 4 – from 21st June 

 All legal restrictions removed, e.g. singing and hugging allowed!  
 

Sunday Services 
Although we could legally be holding services now, we decided not to, as part of our 

sacrifice for the health of the community.  It is possible that we could start regular services 

after Easter, but we need to see what restrictions would be in place. 
 

If we do start back in church it would be 8.00am and 10.30am again from Easter. As the 

open air services were a great success last summer, we intend to do that again this summer 

(weather permitting).   
 

The monthly Family Cafe Church which we were going to start after December never got 

further than the Christingle before lockdown put an end to that.  However, we plan to start 

these again normally on the 2nd Sunday of each month at 4.00pm, but in order to have more 

freedom from lockdown restrictions, the April one will be on the 3rd Sunday – 18th April. 

This is particularly aimed at children, families and those who prefer a more informal type 

of services.  We would normally have a food element at the end, but that will gradually 

happen as the months go on.  We can’t do anything in April, but maybe in May we could 

have a picnic out in the churchyard. 
 

11.30am Later Morning Service 

There will be a phased opening up again of services, and we feel that due to the summer 

holidays taking place soon after the final lockdown is over, that it would be best to wait 

until September before we start the Later Morning Service, when we would go back to 

9.30am and 11.30am.   
 

Evening services may start up again in the Parish Hall in April.  
 

Summer concerts 
We have decided that June is too early to begin our Thursday series of lunchtime concerts; 

we may consider a shorter series in the late summer/early autumn.  A small group 
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consisting of Dawn Traer, Wendy Callear, Carolyn Bullock and Doug Cole have agreed to 

work on this and to find musicians.  If you have any contacts in the music world who would 

like the opportunity to perform, please get in touch with the parish Office.   
 

Rev David Simpson 
This Sunday we say farewell to one of our Honorary Assistant Priests, Rev David Simpson 

who leaves us to take up his new post as Vicar of St Edward’s Church in Romford.  David’s 

contribution to the church has been substantial, particularly in developing our children’s 

and youth work.  In particular he has been the main driving force behind getting our new 

Connect youth group up and running – the first such group for teens in this church for 

many years. In addition he has helped us with Exploring Baptism evenings, started a young 

Servers team, led a group for children to receive their first Holy Communion, and has 

motivated our Junior Church leaders and children.  He has also been a valuable member of 

the ministry team sharing in preaching and leading worship.  David has also had input into 

the house group studies and encouraged us to look at the renewal programme “Divine 

renovation.”  All this without receiving any payment from St Mary’s. 
 

We would like to give David a farewell presentation from St Mary’s and invite you to give 

something.  In normal times we would have taken up a collection, but this has not been 

possible.  If you would like to give something, please send a cheque made out to ‘St Mary’s 

PCC’ and send to the Parish Hall  or make a payment through the donations page – all 

details of these are on the front page of this newsletter.  
 

David will be licensed on St Patrick’s Day – 17th March.  Sadly we will not be able to attend, 

but our prayerful best wishes are for David, Larissa and Anna as he begins his new ministry 

in Romford.  
 

Lent Appeal:  
This year we are supporting UNICEF deliver Covid Vaccines. We feel that this project will 

catch the public imagination especially as many are concerned about world inequality in 

providing vaccinations.  We are one world family, and if those in poorer countries are not 

helped, this will have an effect on all of us.  
 

UNICEF (United Nations International Children's Emergency Fund) works to protect and 

educate children throughout the world but especially in poor countries.  The children are 

dependent on adults for their welfare, education and medical care, but in many countries of 

the world, these adults have fallen victim to Covid or are unprotected, and so the children 

suffer as a result.  UNICEF has initiated a project to ensure that all teachers, nurses, doctors 

and front line workers receive this, so that their work can continue.   
 

There is of course a great inequality in our world with rich nations such as ours providing 

free vaccinations, while poorer countries in the developing world are deprived of this and 

so their suffering continues and is long-term. 
 

Many of you reading this will have received your jab and others will do so soon.  That jab 

was free from the NHS. However, we have discovered that the cost of a vaccination is 
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£15.00. Would you be prepared this Lent to donate £15 to providing a vaccine for a front 

line worker through UNICEF? 
 

We at St Mary’s are now beginning to raise money for this and we are asking for your help.  

You can either send a cheque made out to ‘St Mary’s PCC’ (write on the back ‘Lent Appeal’) 

or donate directly through the bank:  

Name of account: St Mary’s PCC 

Sort code: 30-93-17 

Account number: 01581431 
 

More details about UNICEF’s project can be found at: 

https://www.unicef.org.uk/donate/coronavirus/ 

 
 

Commissary bishop 
Bishop Christopher Foster retires on 24th April and already arrangements are being made 
for the search for a new bishop.  During the vacancy a neighbouring bishop is appointed to 
perform all episcopal functions, and along with the Archdeacons to give leadership to the 
diocese. 
 

This bishop is known as a ‘Commissary’, and the Right Rev Rob Wickham, Bishop of 
Edmonton (a Suffragan Bishop in the Diocese of London) has been appointed.  
 

His principal responsibilities will relate to governance, such as chairing Diocesan Synod 

and Bishop’s Council meetings, issuing licences and offering episcopal liturgical ministry 

with the support of the honorary assistant bishops. The day-to-day life of the diocese will 

be overseen by the archdeacons, working closely with the diocesan secretary and other lay 

and ordained colleagues. 
 

Bishop Christopher said: “I am personally delighted that Bishop Rob, whom I have known 

since he was a curate, has generously accepted these responsibilities in addition to his own. 

He will bring to this part-time role his substantial experience of parish ministry and church 

growth across a range of different contexts and styles of worship.” 
 

And Bishop Rob said: “I am delighted to accept this interim role of Commissary Bishop for 

Portsmouth, alongside the privilege of being the Bishop of Edmonton. Having served in the 

Diocese of London since ordination as a deacon, I am now looking forward to spending 

some time, listening, loving and learning in a different part of God’s kingdom.” 

 

Connect Youth Group 
Leroy writes .... 
  

As many of you may be aware David Simpson will soon be leaving St Mary's and moving on 

to pastures new. In view of this, the PCC has agreed to advertise for a Youth Worker with 

the aim of continuing the great work that David has started with the CONNECT youth 

group.   
  

A number of discussions have already taken place with David, Valerie, Tanya, Ian, Colin 

(new Connect leader) to agree our aims and vision for CONNECT going forward.  

  

https://www.unicef.org.uk/donate/coronavirus/
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Emma Capps has been a great help and she continues to support our group and has advised 

on a new support tool called ENERGIZE, which we hope, in time could become a tool of 

choice, that may help our planning. 
  

The intention is to advertise for a Youth Worker at the end of March, interview at the end of 

April, and recruit in the middle of May. However, we don't want to wait until then before 

re-launching CONNECT.  
  

With this in mind, Colin Chalmers has agreed to run our first CONNECT group, which will 

be done via ZOOM. We will then run CONNECT - ZOOM until we are legally allowed to mix 

more socially. 
  

Going forward, our intention is to grow this group and reach out to all those parents, both 

those currently associated with the church and the wider community, through schools, 

communicating by using a variety of media types. It is hoped that bringing in a youth 

worker will be an investment in our commitment to young people, and with your support 

we hope to achieve something really great for children between the ages of 10 to 17 in our 

community. 
  

We hope the first event will be on Saturday 10th April  – Forest School & Rocket Launch. 

This event will be carried out in the Paddock (behind the Vicarage). Rob and I have carried 

out a site survey and I will produce a Risk Assessment IDC. We are also hoping to have 

some food at it! We have booked the Parish Hall from 16 April for our CONNECT group. 
 

Sunday Lunches 
We continue to deliver lunches each Sunday, thanks to the generosity of our congregation 

and local community, the culinary skills of Ron at the Tea Room and our band of willing 

volunteers. These are delivered on a geographical basis and are brought round to elderly 

people who are mainly on their own, or folk who have not been too well, had an accident or 

who we think just need to know they are loved and thought of.  If you would like a lunch, or 

if you know someone who would like one, please contact the Vicar or Parish Office.  They 

need not be members of the church.  There is nothing to pay; they come with love from St 

Mary’s. We will continue to do this probably up to Easter.   
 

Mothering Sunday 
A local businessman, who lives in Castle Street, has very kindly donated money to the 

Church Tea Room so that we can provide every ‘Mother’ with a free drink, a chocolate and a 

posy of flowers who comes to the Tea Room between 10am and 4pm on Mothering Sunday, 

14th March.   We greatly appreciate this partnership and genuine act of friendship and 

generosity. Please encourage all mums to come down and join us.  

 

Moving on 
Two of our members have recently moved away from Portchester to be nearer to their 

families, and we will miss them very much.  Vicki Powell, who is best known in the church 

for leading the Alpha course, leaves us to move to Waltham Chase. Vicki has also served on 

the PCC and Standing Committee as well as the welcome team.  She intends to come back 
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and say a proper farewell once we get back to normal again, and she will also keep in touch 

with St Mary’s by coming to things, especially some of the evening services. Helen Jupp has 

moved to Southbourne near Emsworth. Helen has been a great help by being willing to lead 

in prayers of intercession as well as read the lesson.  She did this quite a few times recently 

by recording at home.  Likewise we are sure we have not seen the last of Helen.  We wish 

them God’s blessing on this new part of their journey, and know they will be a blessing to 

whatever church they join.  
 

The Census 
The Census is run every 10 years, with the output providing important data to government, 

local authorities, community groups, charities and service providers in understanding the 

local needs. The Census for 2021 is on 21st March.  It will be run mainly online – every 

household will receive a letter with a unique access code.  For those without the ability to 

complete online a paper copy can be requested from the Census Support Centre.  
 

There is a section on religious affiliation, and this will indicate if the Christian presence in 

Portchester is growing or shrinking; and to what extend those who follow ‘no religion’ as 

well as other faiths are increasing.  Wouldn’t it be great if one year the recent trajectory of 

Christian decline was reversed and we were seen to be having a greater impact! Please 

remember to tick the approximate box and to also tick ‘Church of England’ or ‘Anglican.’  
 

The last Census in 2011 had some sobering and challenging facts for us as a church (and for 

every church).  
 

 The 2011 Census gave the population of Portchester as 14,500. 

  Age Profile: 0-4  -    4% 

       5-15  - 11% 

                   16-64 - 61% 

                   65+    - 24% 

 The proportion of people in Portchester describing themselves as ‘Christian’ 

decreased from 78% of the population in 2001 to 63% in 2011 with 11,350 people 

in Portchester described themselves as ‘Christian’.  

 The proportion of claiming ‘no religion’ has doubled in the past 10 years 

 Only 11% of age 5-15 described themselves as ‘Christian’ in 2011 

 The largest demographic age group in Portchester (45-59) is not representative of 

the largest demographic group of St Mary’s. The congregation is mainly at the older 

end.  

 There are 2,000 children in Portchester under the age of 15, but probably no more 

than 50 are connected to St Mary’s.   
 

Bryan Jerrard tells us something about the 

History of the Census 
The first census in England and Wales was in 1801 when there were difficulties in getting it 

completed; in Portchester in the 1820s 56% of women and 40% of men signed the 

marriage register with a cross. The total population in 1801 was 917 and it fell in the 1800s 

and only reached 1,000 in 1921! Apparently many clergy found it hard to help their flock 
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complete the forms in 1801. For every tenth year since, except in 1941, a census has been 

held with increasingly personal details that are vital for government and planning of social 

life. Full results are on hold for 100 years so the truth about your name will not be revealed 

for 100 years but your marital status will be counted! 
 

Many other civilizations organised censuses to find food needs, to tax and to assess their 

numbers for military service. The first was the Babylonians from 4,000 B C in modern Iraq, 

(some census records are on clay tablets in the British Museum), the Egyptians from 2,500 

B C, the Chinese in 2 AD and the Greeks and the Romans.  
 

That is why the registration of Jesus’ birth under a seven - yearly Roman census, called by 

Augustus, the first Roman Emperor (31 B C - AD 14) was recorded by Luke in chapter 2. 

The word ‘taxed’ could mean literally ‘to be enrolled’. Their journey was some 70 miles 

from Nazareth to their ancestral city of Bethlehem, 6 miles south of Jerusalem.  Bethlehem 

was the home of Ruth and Boaz and the birthplace of David himself. In Rome itself men 

were not required to move to their place of birth, only in the provinces in the Empire, 

apparently (text book supporting the On Line details!)  
 

Not all censuses go well! For example in 1911 the Suffragettes organised a boycott so the 

1911 records are not complete. In 1920 an Act laid down that a fine of up to £1,000 could 

be levied for refusing to complete the form. That was a huge sum of money when many 

men’s wages were some £2 a week. It is still the maximum. One man in 1971 refused to 

complete the form I had left him in Gloucester as he worked for the ‘government’ - actually 

GCHQ in Cheltenham. I did the rounds again in 1981 but was again sworn to secrecy as I 

collected the completed forms and worked on them 
 

In 1991 numbers refused to complete as there were worries about the government using 

the data on households to increase the hated poll tax. Other questions are very sensitive 

about ones religious affiliation, and a new one, 2021, on gender identity and this time there 

will be voluntary questions that you may or may not need to answer- without the £1,000 

penalty you will be glad to know. Send your results written or in by phone or tablet...  

 


