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St Mary’s Parish Church, 

Portchester 
“We are a people of prayer, learning and growing in faith 

together. Our vision is to be a caring and welcoming church 

family who reach out with the love of God into our local 

community and the world.” (Mission Statement)  
 

 

St Mary’s News 
No. 77 – 4th April 2021 

 

Easter Day 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

From the Vicar 
 

Dear All, 
 

Well, after all these months, it now looks as if we can return to church – the bad news is 

that there will still be limitations as there were before lockdown, but by 21st June these 

should be over, and given that people will want to make the most of the summer we 

envisage it won’t be until September when St Mary’s gets back to fully normal again.   
 

I am so looking forward to seeing you all again soon.  The last newsletter was a bit long (at 

least we communicate with you!), so I’ll shut up now, and wish you all very happy Easter! 
 

Your friend and pastor, 

Ian 

 

Parish Office: Portchester Parish Hall, Assheton Court, Portchester, PO16 9PY 

Tel: 02392 321380; E-mail: stmaryoffice@btconnect.com 

(During this period the office is closed, however, appointments can be made during office hours if 

needed. Any post will be collected and phone calls and e-mails will go straight to Emma who is 

working mostly from home).  
 
 

Vicar: Rev Dr Ian Meredith, The Vicarage, 164 Castle Street, Portchester, PO16 9QH 

Tel: 02392 375422; E-mail: irev@ymail.com 
 

,,, 

Treasurer: Sally Young,  127 Castle Street, Portchester, PO16 9QX  

Tel: 02392 381675; E-mail: stmarytreasurer@btconnect.com 

Direct bank payments: Name of A/C “St Mary’s PCC”; Sort Code: 30-93-17;  

A/C No. 01581431 CHEQUES SHOULD BE MADE OUT TO “ST MARY’S PCC” 

 

Tea Room / Catering Manager: Ron Prior 

Tel: 07776 147998; E-mail: Ronald.prior2@ntlworld.com 
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Holy Week and Easter 
After many months in exile, we are gathering together face to face from Holy Week.  

However, we are still very much in pandemic lockdown, and only as this eases will rules be 

relaxed. 
 

For children ..... 

Diana Bolton has prepared a course for children (and adults!) to follow each day during 

Holy Week.  

You can find the stories in a Children’s Bible or use the Bible references to look them up in 

any version you may have. In some, the events are put in a slightly different order, but, of 

course, the main story is the same. As well as Bible studies there are craft activities for you 

to do each day at home, which will build up to your own Easter garden on Easter. Details 

can be found here: 

https://www.stmary-portchester.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Walking-with-Jesus.pdf  
 

Good Friday 

Instead of the usual three-hour meditation, and because of Covid restrictions we are 

holding a shortened version this year.  There will be a one hour service from 12.00noon – 

1.00pm which will be repeated from 2.00pm – 3.00pm, so you can choose which one to 

come to.  This will help limit numbers at each.  
 

The theme for the meditations reflects something of the year we have all been through 

relating it to the experience of Jesus and the disciples: 

 

“Christ’s Passion and ours” 

 “Sifted” 

 “Loneliness” 

 “Powerlessness” 
 

Easter Day 

We will hold just one service for Easter, and it will be outside.  This will be the first Sunday 

we have met for a while, and it would be good for all the church to be together, rather than 

several services.  Also it is much safer holding it outside, and we’ve just had it confirmed 

WE CAN SING!  However, the bad news is that we can only sing outside for the time being.  
 

The service will be at 10.00am. There is no need to pre-book, so numbers need not be 

limited.  However, as before we need to: 

 Hand in our contact details at the welcome table 

 Put our offering in the box on the table  

 Take an individual service sheet, to be retained. 

 Sit socially distanced – bring your own chairs if possible. 

 Do not socialise or huddle together in groups of more than two families or 6 people. 

 No hugging or kissing!  (Or even shaking hands)  

 

https://www.stmary-portchester.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Walking-with-Jesus.pdf
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The service will combine elements from the Easter Vigil including the Easter fire and 

Paschal candle.  
 

The weather ... So far it is looking promising, sunny intervals, gentle breeze, only 4% chance 

of rain, temperature 11 degrees – so you still need to wrap up.   
 

Children’s activity during the service 

If any children turn up on Easter Sunday, Diana has some colouring material ready.  
 

Parking 

We are aware that even over the past few months of lockdown, the number of visitors to 

the castle grounds has increased; with the car parks often full on nice days.  On Easter 

Sunday we will open the overflow car park paddock.  
 

Disabled parking 

We are in discussion with the castle about this and have been able to agree that disabled 

parking can be on Church Road from Easter Sunday.  However, in the meantime they have 

asked if this could be only alongside the wall at the bottom, from the Water Gate to the 

church lych gate. If you are disabled, please come as early as possible to ensure a space, and 

please park as close as you can to the car in front – of course allowing them enough room to 

manoeuvre out.  
 

Children’s Easter Hunt 

From  12noon – 4.00pm there will be an Easter hunt in the churchyard.  We are hoping this 

will attract members of the public.  There will be stars placed at various points; each child 

may take one of these to the Tea Room where they will be given a chocolate Easter egg and 

a Christian booklet published by the Bible Society.   
 

Regular services after Easter 
From Sunday 11th April we are re-commencing services in church, with the pre-lockdown 

Covid regulations still in place. There will be a gradual return over the next few weeks and 

months. The maximum number in church will be 60 while the 2 metre rule applies; once 

that is relaxed we can accommodate more.   Communion will be in one kind and will be 

brought to you, and individual personal service booklets used.  
 

The 8.00am service will be Holy Communion as before. You won’t need to pre-book for 

this, as numbers are not likely in excess of 60, but please come to this if you can, to ease 

pressure on the 10.30am service.  
 

The next service will be at 10.30am and will alternate between the Eucharist and a Service 

of the Word. Depending on numbers, this may have to be pre-booked, people encouraged to 

come once a fortnight, or to one of the other services.   
 

Friday services at the Parish Hall will start on 16th April. You don’t need to pre-book, but 

there will be a sign in, and face coverings are still to be worn. We don’t know yet about 

numbers, but at a minimum it will be 30 as before.  
 

Wednesday 6.30pm services will start on 14th  April with a maximum of 15 people at each.  
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Evening Services at the Parish Hall 
These will commence on Sunday 18th April at 6.00pm. Guidelines are the same as for 

Fridays. Last year the maximum was 30, but we are awaiting further guidelines to see if we 

can increase this. 
 

The follow on series ‘When the Fullness of Time had come’ will be postponed until later this 

year as the themes fit in more with Advent, Hanukah and Christmas.  
 

The spring series will be based on the post-Easter journey on the road to Emmaus, when 

we read in Luke 24:27 “Jesus  ... beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to 

them the things about himself in all the scriptures.” We will begin a series called “Jesus in 

Genesis” where we look at how Jesus appeared in the Old Testament under various guises, 

manifestations, types and shadows. Hope it will be interesting! As in the past, the worship 

will vary each week, and we are always looking for people to lead in worship – even to 

create a whole service.  Please let Rev Ian know if you would like to do this.  
 

The 11.30 Later Service .... 

Part of the popularity of this service is the singing, but we don’t know when this will be 

allowed. If, as is likely, it is after 21st June, that takes us into the summer holidays when we 

think numbers may be down, so we have decided not to start these until September. From 

Sunday 5th September we hope to revert back to 9.30am (Parish Eucharist) and 11.30pm 

(Later Service).  
 

In the meantime, for those prefer a more relaxed, informal and family-feel, we are starting 

our Family Cafe Church on the 2nd Sunday of the month at 4.00pm starting on 11th April. 

We are thankfully fully booked for this, but if anyone would like to be put on the waiting 

list, please let Carol Gay know.  Likewise if anyone booked finds they cannot manage in the 

end, please let Carol know.    

 
 

 

Youth, children and families worker 
Those of you who have access to our Facebook and Website will see that we are advertising 

for a part-time post for work among young people and families. You can read about it here.  
 

Before anyone asks why we can afford this and not afford to pay for an Organist/Director of 

Music, let us explain: these two posts come out of entirely different funds. About 3 years 

ago the PCC realised that we really had to invest in young people, and volunteers with the 

time, experience and commitment could not be found. We set up a fund called “Investing in 

People” which we put some legacies into – to put our money where our mouth was. We 

‘borrowed’ this to help pay for the heating, but were able to pay it back in, so it has been 

lying there ring-fenced for the time being.  It was through the initiative of Rev David 

Simpson that this was activated, as we needed youth leadership once David left.  Please 

pray for this appointment that the right person will be found.   

 

As we mentioned in the last newsletter, in the last Census of 2011 only 11% of children age 

5-15 described themselves as ‘Christian’ . It will no doubt be even lower in the census just 
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completed. We need to address this issue now, or there will be very few Christians in 

Portchester in future generations.  

 

Choir/ Organist/Director of Music 
There are no plans at present to fill this post. Apart from the fact that we don’t have the 

money, we can’t sing anyway!  Once we can start singing again we will initially have a 

combination of guest organists, our own musicians and recorded music.   

 

We do miss the choir, and we are sure that most of them miss singing.  Hopefully we can 

revive the choir once singing is allowed.  Obviously in the absence of any Director of Music 

it is a bit leaderless at present.  Would anyone like to take this role on?  Perhaps we’ll have 

a meeting once it is allowed.  

 

Thanks from Rev David Simpson 
Dear Friends, thank you so very much for your generosity in giving me such a significant 

farewell gift. I can't say that I know how best to spend it yet, but please know that I'm sure 

to purchase something by which to remember you all. The last three years at St Mary's have 

been a time of real blessing to Anna and myself: your welcome, friendship, encouragement 

and support of many kinds have been a rich blessing to us both. I'm immensely grateful to 

Rev Ian, the Clergy Team and every one of you.  

Anna and her Mum will be moving when she finishes at primary school in July so, hopefully, 

they'll see you all a few times more when Sunday services resume. Otherwise, if you 

happen to find yourself passing near Romford at any time (it's very close to the Dartford 

Crossing), please be in touch. God bless you richly, Revd David Simpson 

 

Summer Gala & Christmas Fayre 
The summer Gala will not take place in June this year.  There are rumours of something 

happening late summer, but nothing we can confirm yet.  We are certainly hoping that we 

will be able to hold our Christmas Fayre this year, and if it does, it would be on Saturday 

27th November. The last time we held this, it was co-ordinated by Sally Young.  However, 

Sally, our Treasurer is concerned that  she cannot commit the time to it this year, and so we 

were wondering if someone would like to take on this role, even to be creative and to have 

some different ideas.  Obviously there would be a team, and Sally is willing to help.  If you 

are interested please speak to Sally or Rev Ian.   

 

Please don’t reply to this newsletter 
Peter Bradley sends out this newsletter on a system called ‘Mail Chimp’. However, it is not 

from a regular e-mail address.  Sometimes people use the ‘reply’ button to respond to 

something they have read.  We know that, because these e-mails are usually discovered 

several months afterwards!  Any replies on any subject should go to the relevant people, or 

to Rev Ian or the Parish Office. Details are on the front page of this newsletter.  
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Tea Room 
Starting from 12th April you will begin to sit outside again. Hopefully the weather will be 

lovely, and we might even have the marquee up.  From 17th May you will be able to eat 

inside again.  We have some good ideas to re-configure the New Room to give more space 

for the volunteers and also display our cakes etc better. Seating will be in the New Room 

again but with some overflow seating at the back of the church. The support has been 

fantastic from church people as well as the general public. 

 

Free meals 
Since lockdown began, we have been able to give out 800 free packed lunches to children 

and 140 free Sunday roasts.  We are so grateful to Ron and the team who have prepared 

these, and to the local councils, charities, our own charity fund and individuals who have 

given so generously to enable us to do this.  This has been one of the most appreciated 

ministries of St Mary’s. Often parents are so pleasantly surprised that their children’s food 

is free that they have given generous donations to the church.  

 

Parish Giving Scheme (PGS) 
We don’t take any of you for granted – so thank you again to all of those who by your 

standing orders, direct debits, cheques and cash have enabled St Mary’s to continue to 

function during these past few months.  We are particularly grateful for those who have 

switched to or started to give through the Parish Giving Scheme. We are trying to 

encourage everyone who gives regularly to join this, as the advantages over normal 

standing orders are so beneficial and time saving for us.  We now have approximately 50% 

of our regular givers giving by this means. Chris Parker the Diocesan Stewardship Advisor 

recently contacted us to say that St Mary’s has had the best take-up of the scheme for any 

church in the Diocese!  Well done!  

 

You now no longer need to fill in paper forms and post them, instead, you can do 

everything on line, and this site will also give you more information.  

This is the link to the St. Mary's sign-up 

page: https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/portchester-st-mary-

portsmouth/ and then you click "Pledge your gift" on the left side of that page to register 

and sign up. 

 

 

 

https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/portchester-st-mary-portsmouth/
https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/portchester-st-mary-portsmouth/

