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St Mary’s Parish Church, 

Portchester 
“We are a people of prayer, learning and growing in faith 

together. Our vision is to be a caring and welcoming church 

family who reach out with the love of God into our local 

community and the world.” (Mission Statement)  
 

 

St Mary’s News 
No. 77 – 18th April 2021 
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From the Vicar 
I usually take the week after Easter as holiday, but as there are not too many places to go to 

it was a ‘holiday at home.’ I decided to catch up on some family history (genealogy, to give it 

its technical term) and it was then I realised why it is mainly people who are retired who 

indulge in this hobby!  It is fascinating, but very time consuming. One thing I did discover is 

that I had a distant relative who in the early part of last century spoke at St Mary’s Church, 

Portchester! He was the Rev Arthur Rollo Warburton who at the time was a Curate at St 

Mary’s Church, Portsea. I discovered another fascinating ancestral link with St Mary’s, but 

that’s for another time.  

 

Several years ago I got stuck on an ancestral line when the paper trail went dead. Thanks to 

the wonders of DNA I was able to be linked up with the rest of my forebears.  
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Of course DNA can also lead to some embarrassing discoveries.  A few years ago the 

Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby no less, discovered that the man he thought was 

his father, wasn’t his biological father after all. I remember at the time him saying that his 

true identity was not his natural birth line, but his spiritual birth, his relationship with 

Jesus Christ, and through that, the family of the Church.   
 

Perhaps that’s why St Paul on at least two occasions tells us we shouldn’t get too taken up 

with genealogy! (1 Tim 1:4; Titus 3:9). But before all you genealogists repent and burn your 

records, you need to know the context of these verses.  Timothy was only half Jewish, and 

Titus wasn’t Jewish at all.  There were ‘Judaizers’ (Jewish legalists) in the early Church who 

were claiming that only those with pure Jewish ancestry were really proper Christians and 

giving Timothy and Titus a hard time, telling them their family trees weren’t sound enough.  

Jesus confronted the same issue in Matthew 3:9 when he told the Pharisees, whose 

spiritual confidence was in their natural Jewish lineage, that ‘God was able to raise up from 

these stones, children of Abraham.’ 
 

In other words, it doesn’t matter where you’ve come from – it’s where you’re going to that’s 

important; and your spiritual birthright is in God’s eyes more important than your natural 

lineage.  
 

So I was very blessed to meet up with so many of you on Easter Day after such a long break, 

and loved seeing the stuff on Facebook about Connect. I love my family here at St Mary’s, 

and am blessed to be part of such a warm, loving and supportive fellowship. 
 

Most families have a family likeness (there’s no mistaking I’m my father’s son), but I 

wonder what the family likeness is for the Christian family?  I’m sure love is somewhere in 

there.  Let’s hope we all bear the family likeness.   
 

 

 

 

 

Your brother in Christ 

Ian 

 

Easter 
Our first Sunday back after the long absence of lockdown, was appropriately on Easter Day 

when we celebrated the resurrection from the dead of our Lord Jesus.  It was also a sort of 

celebration of the resurrection of St Mary’s. Not that’s we’ve been dead, just resting on two 

cylinders instead of four.  What a glorious day we had with brilliant sunshine and relatively 

warm weather. There were just under 200 people present at that service and £400 given in 

the collection.  It was also a joy to meet visitors from other churches and some from none 

who just wandered over.   

 

Literature outreach 
Two couples in our church have been very faithful over the years in providing evangelistic 

literature to give out freely at services and to visitors to our church. This is part of their 

giving, and they have a passion that literature, well written and presented, can still be a 

great means of sharing the gospel.  Mike and Libby Arthern and Keith and Pat Robins are to 
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be thanked, and our appreciation for their ministry must go on record.  We have several 

instances of people who have either come to faith or been helped in their spiritual journey 

through this means.  
 

Literature and Covid 
In order to lessen the transference of any germs, if you pick up a leaflet from the church, 

please don’t replace it but take it home or recycle it.  
 

 

Rev Celia’s card ministry 
Since the first lockdown, Rev Celia Jones, who was herself shielding, embarked on a lovely 

project of making her own cards and sending these to people who may have been bereaved, 

faced illness, or in other ways just needed reminding that they were remembered. She has 

also been able to follow this up with some phone calls to people. Now that we are emerging 

from lockdown, she will be laying this ministry aside for the time being, so we just wanted 

to thank her publicly. 
 

Both Celia’s ministry and the literature project above, have shown that there is so much 

people can do to share their faith, and continue to minister even in the restrictions we have 

just had in this past year.   

 

Appreciation for the Lent course 
Jennifer Jackson writes:  

This is just a short note to confirm that those in my house group who could, completed the 

Lent Course ‘Desert Days’ last week and we all enjoyed it tremendously.  We used 2 

concurrent 40 minute sessions of Zoom for each study, with a 20 minute gap in the middle 

for a cup of tea and comfort break! 

Can I thank Diana for the time you spent on not only writing the course notes and so on, but 

also Ian, and all of the preachers who spoke on those topics each week through Lent?  We 

found that listening to the Sunday talk added to our enjoyment as we discussed our own 

ideas and thoughts.  It was a wonderful time of sharing, too. 

A few have asked if we can continue with our Zoom house group until we can meet 

together personally, so we are going to meet again weekly from 13 April and continue to 

use the previous Sunday teaching with its readings as the basis for our study and 

discussions. 

Thank you again for this course which has blessed us so greatly, 
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Regular services 
Sundays at 8.00am will be held in the church. There is no need to pre-book. 
 

The main morning service will be at 10.30am and will alternate each week between Holy 

Communion (Eucharist) and the Service of the Word (non-Communion).  We would like to 

hold this outside as often as the weather allows, as it gives us three advantages: 

 We are not limited to numbers 

 No one has to pre-book 

 We can sing! 
 

However, we realise that it is unlikely that every Sunday will be dry, and so on wet days we 

will hold the service in church.  We’re still thinking through how we are going to manage 

that, as seating will be limited to 50 people at present.  
 

This Sunday 18th April we will hold it outside again as this Sunday looks ok: 2% chance of 

rain; temperature 13 degrees; sunny intervals and gentle breeze.  But you’ll still need to 

wrap up.   
 

Sunday Evening 6.00pm services start this Sunday, 18th April 6.00pm in the Parish Hall. 

We start with a Taize Easter Evening Prayer and the introduction to our new series, “Jesus 

in Genesis”. We hope for good support as we had last year.   
 

Wednesday 6.30pm Communion services have also recommenced. We are currently 

holding these in the main church, to enable proper social distancing.  This means that we 

are no longer limited to 15 people.  
 

Friday 10.00am at the Parish Hall.  These services have also started again.   
 

The 11.30am Later service will start again on 5th September, when the Parish Eucharist 

will go weekly again and start at 9.30am.   Cafe Family Church will be on the 2nd Sunday of 

each month at 4.00pm.  Hope to see you at the next one on 9th May.  

 

Church open now 
The church is now open again every day from 10am – 4.00pm.  
 

Connect Youth Group 
This new group looks like really taking off. We started back on Saturday 10th April with an 

outdoor activity in the Vicarage paddock. Billy Bean demonstrated forest craft and outdoor 

survival; Rob Rolfe launched some of his home-made rockets, and there was plenty to eat 

and drink.  Around 15 youngsters turned up, as well as adult leaders and helpers.  
 

CONNECT meets each Friday at the Parish Hall from 6:15pm-7:30pm. This is a community 

youth group geared towards   9-13 year olds. Each week there are activities, games, talking 

and a tuck shop! Parents are welcome to stay for tea, coffee and a chat in the smaller room 

or can drop off and pick up at the end. It is intended to start a second group soon for ages 

13+. This would also be in the Parish Hall from 7.30pm – 9.00pm.  
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Young adults group 
We realise there are no groups or events for ages 18-late 20s, and so Colin Chalmers has 

offered to organise something.  It will probably initially be Zoom meetings, for discussion 

on faith and life issues, but once restrictions are eased, will extend to more social events as 

well.  Please contact Colin if you are interested. Tel: 07477 580767.  
 

HRH Prince Philip 
The recent death of the Duke of Edinburgh, though not totally unexpected, has saddened 

many in our church and community who remember him fondly for his service to the nation, 

and in particular, his ongoing involvement with the Royal Navy. His work among young 

people through his Award Scheme has helped develop life skills for tens of thousands of 

youngsters. Richard and Margaret Andrews have produced a nice tribute exhibition in the 

north transept which we hope you will go in and visit. We are not being allowed to have a 

Book of Condolence, but your message can be put on line here:  

https://www.churchofengland.org/remembering-hrh-prince-philip-duke-

edinburgh?fbclid=IwAR2rSfGGHkoQm49EVSh3oFGkvmyjqkYHNqUhCJ5o8Sm4eFup7UhKA

TbbKA0 
 

 

We are planning a special memorial service, but this will sadly have to be by invitation only 

as we are limited to 50 people.  
 

Graveyard Project 
Kate Tame is leading a very worthwhile community project around our churchyard and if 

this interests you, you are invited to be part of this.  

Restore as many headstones, kerbstones and memorials, which have,  

over the years, disappeared under the soil and grass or are overgrown  

with bushes, ivy and brambles  

 Collect as much information from the recovered memorials  

 Transcribe the information from the recovered memorials into a  

functioning cemetery database  

 Take photographs and transcribe all information from memorials within  

the churchyard and church  

 Update the churchyard paper plan and more……..  
 

What’s involved?  

 Do as much as YOU want  

 When YOU want but never alone  

 YOU can check work that has been undertaken  

 YOU can record details from the memorials  

 YOU can help uncover memorials  

 YOU can locate and mark the areas of memorials. The list is endless  

What you will gain from volunteering?  

Make new friends be in the fresh air with some light exercise, learn new skills,  

have fun and discover the history of the churchyard for future generations. 

https://www.churchofengland.org/remembering-hrh-prince-philip-duke-edinburgh?fbclid=IwAR2rSfGGHkoQm49EVSh3oFGkvmyjqkYHNqUhCJ5o8Sm4eFup7UhKATbbKA0
https://www.churchofengland.org/remembering-hrh-prince-philip-duke-edinburgh?fbclid=IwAR2rSfGGHkoQm49EVSh3oFGkvmyjqkYHNqUhCJ5o8Sm4eFup7UhKATbbKA0
https://www.churchofengland.org/remembering-hrh-prince-philip-duke-edinburgh?fbclid=IwAR2rSfGGHkoQm49EVSh3oFGkvmyjqkYHNqUhCJ5o8Sm4eFup7UhKATbbKA0
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 Come and join us on Monday 24th May 11.30am – 3.00pm.  

To book your place contact: Kate Tame 01329 310233.  
 

Portchester Lunch Club 
PORTCHESTER’S longest running lunch club celebrated its 65th anniversary in January 

2020.  

 

COVID 19 has had a tremendous affect on many residents, lockdowns has in some cases 

causes loneliness and a lack of confidence.  As we come out of lock down venues are 

opening back up and provide an opportunity for residents to get back to a bit of "normal". 

The Portchester Lunch Club is re-starting again in July.  It meets at the Portchester Parish 

Hall, Castle Street, every Thursday 10 am - 1.30 pm (or thereabouts) 

The cost per member is £3.50 each week which includes - coffee/tea and biscuits.  A two 

course lunch (main dish and dessert).  Lunches rotate between roasts, boiled bacon, beef 

casserole, cottage pie, quiche and occasionally fish and chips. But more than that it will 

offer a friendly gathering where you can come along meet new friends and chat over a 

home cooked meal. 

There is a weekly raffle which helps finance outings, such as afternoon tea trips and the 

annual celebration lunch in January. 

If you live in Portchester or the surrounding area and are interested in coming along please 

ring Janet Lynn (organiser) on 01489 600778 or mobile 07941 863018 

 

Help wanted in the kitchen 

The Lunch Club is looking for volunteers to help in the kitchen preparing meals for elderly 

residents who attend the club.  There is a rota, so not every week, unless you are really 

keen!    If you know of anyone or are interested yourself, please contact Janet Lynn on 

01489 600778 or mobile 07941 863018. 
 

News from the other churches in Portchester 
Joe Snowdon contacted us to let you know that there will be some changes to Portchester 

Free Church. They have lost some of their faithful members through death in the past year 

and are asking for prayer as they seek guidance about their future. They are giving up their 

charitable status and also the name ‘Portchester Free Church’, and their support for the 

Guatemala mission will be administered by another charity. They are still hoping to keep 

their identity but will be thinking about a new name.  

 

The Food Pantry at Portchester Methodist Church has now been moved to the Hub 

(Portchester Community Association) at the Precinct. They have appreciated this link with 

the food pantry and are grateful for all the support St Mary’s have given. Their minister, 

Rev John Mills will be taking a sabbatical this summer and will be looking at hospital 

chaplaincy.   
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The Roman Catholic community in Portchester sent Easter greetings to St Mary’s via Joan 

Hamilton.   
 

Woodsy’s Pantry 
Running alongside the Foodbank will be Community Pantry where families on low income 

can pay £5 per week and choose at least £15 worth of food just as they would at a 

supermarket. The idea is that it will help struggling families to start to regain some 

independence and be a stepping stone towards a healthier lifestyle.  They will also have 

access to other help and advice such as fuel vouchers and CAB.  
 

Christmas Fayre 
Unfortunately we didn’t get any response for the Christmas Fayre.  We realise it’s a long 

way off and folk are probably not thinking about Christmas, but if we are going to have this, 

we need someone now to come forward who will co-ordinate.  You would not be left to get 

on with it, as we have several people who will help, but who will take on the co-ordinating 

role?  Here’s a chance for someone who is not doing a great deal presently in the church, to 

perhaps find their calling among us.  Contact Rev Ian or Sally Young the Treasurer.  
 

Family News 
A member of our congregation, Margaret Bridle recently died at the age of 97. Margaret 

lived in Postern Close.  She had an incredible mind and wrote several poems particularly 

around the theme of war, remembrance and soldiers. She wrote up her family history and 

had it published in book form.  Margaret had earlier been a Third Order Franciscan, and 

sang in the Portchester Community Choir. We will miss her fellowship and kindness.   
 

The cycle of life goes on, and last week the newest member of St Mary’s came into the 

world – Ebony Sparks, born to Martin and Amy and a new sister for Gabriella and Jack.  

However, Ebony had developed some problems while still in the womb and is in the 

neonatal intensive care unit where she has received surgery. Amy writes, “The staff have 

been incredible. We truly appreciate everyone that is praying for our baby. We pray she 

continues well, is strong, and can make progress.” 

 
 


