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St Mary’s Parish Church, 

Portchester 
“We are a people of prayer, learning and growing in faith 

together. Our vision is to be a caring and welcoming church 

family who reach out with the love of God into our local 

community and the world.” (Mission Statement)  
 

 

St Mary’s News 
No. 80 – 16th May 2021 
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From the Vicar 
St Mary’s Church was very busy last Sunday, and it began to feel as if things were coming 
back to normal.  The numbers attending the services were getting near to what they were 
pre-Covid, and in round figures (and I always like round numbers – the number I hate most 
is 99).  The numbers attending including children were 8.00am (40); 10.30am (70) 4.00pm 
(50) 6.00pm (30). 
 
The Family Cafe Church on the 2nd Sunday of each month at 4.00pm has to be pre-booked 
due to seating restrictions.  The 8.00am can take about another 10 yet. Outside services 
have no limit on numbers. From this Sunday the 6.00pm in the Parish Hall can be increased 
to 35. Although this is a series of talks, you are welcome to dip in and out as ‘one offs’. Users 
of the Parish Hall are being encouraged to take a weekly Covid test.  
 

Parish Office: Portchester Parish Hall, Assheton Court, Portchester, PO16 9PY 

Tel: 02392 321380; E-mail: stmaryoffice@btconnect.com 

(During this period the office is closed, however, appointments can be made during office hours if 

needed. Any post will be collected and phone calls and e-mails will go straight to Emma who is 

working mostly from home).  
 
 

Vicar: Rev Dr Ian Meredith, The Vicarage, 164 Castle Street, Portchester, PO16 9QH 

Tel: 02392 375422; E-mail: irev@ymail.com 
 

,,, 

Treasurer: Sally Young,  127 Castle Street, Portchester, PO16 9QX  

Tel: 02392 381675; E-mail: stmarytreasurer@btconnect.com 

Direct bank payments: Name of A/C “St Mary’s PCC”; Sort Code: 30-93-17;  

A/C No. 01581431 CHEQUES SHOULD BE MADE OUT TO “ST MARY’S PCC” 

 

Tea Room / Catering Manager: Ron Prior 

Tel: 07776 147998; E-mail: Ronald.prior2@ntlworld.com 
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This coming Sunday may be the last when we need to meet outside. If social distance 
seating can be reduced from 2 metres, then we can get 80/90 in the church again.  It’s been 
incredible that every Sunday since Easter has been dry – that’s 6 weeks, including the 
traditionally wet month of April. I wonder if we might just make it this Sunday? On 
Wednesday (when this was written) the weather forecast suggests 10% possibility of rain, 
so as this is the last Sunday outside, we’ll take our chance, but come prepared.  There have 
been some very cold days, but it’s gradually getting warmer. The idea of outdoor services 
has proved very popular, and during the summer we will probably hold a few of them 
outside anyway, regardless of Covid. It’s been a really good witness and has drawn a crowd 
of spectators – and some new members.  
 

Although last Sunday had a full day of services, one of the things that blessed me was – I 
wasn’t responsible for or needed for two of them.  I am so blessed by the willingness of our 
retired PTO clergy, and Carol and Pauline did a marvellous job at Cafe Church, helped by an 
amazing team of creative people.   
 

Looking forward to seeing more of you coming back over the next few weeks, and if all goes 
well, it won’t be long until all restrictions are lifted (from 21st June?). 
 

Tea Room 
From Monday 17th we can now have indoor eating at the Tea Room.  That, along with the 
improving weather should mean that we will be getting busy.  This will be very helpful 
especially when the weather is a bit wet, or nice and cool when very warm. The New Room 
is being renovated with new and additional counters. We are still in need of volunteers for 
Sunday afternoons (our busiest time) and also for cakes.  Please get in touch with Ron if 
you can help with either of these. 
 

Morning Prayer returns 
Starting on the week beginning 17th May we will be having Morning Prayer in the church 
(north transept) on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays at 9.00am – 9.20/25. These are 
open to anyone who would like to join us, as we pray for the world, the parish, and those 
who have specifically asked us to pray for their situations.  
 

Pentecost Sunday 
This will be on Sunday 23rd May and will be a Eucharist.  As is our custom at St Mary’s, we 
would ask as many as remember, to wear something red – as much as possible! Red is the 
liturgical colour for the day, to celebrate the ‘tongues of fire’ under which symbolism the 
Holy Spirit came upon the early church to empower them for mission. 
 

Plant Sale 
Carol Gay came up with this really good idea to raise some much needed funds for the 
church and also Macmillan Cancer Support.  This will be held outside in the churchyard on 
Saturday 12th June from 10.00am – 4.00pm.  It’s probably too late to plant from fresh, but 
do you have some in your garden you put into a pot and donate?  Please bring them to the 
church on Friday or on the Saturday morning before 10am, or leave in the Vicarage drive 
by the wall. If you would like to help, please see Carol.  
 

Choir 
We are not allowed to sing inside yet, but it has been suggested as a way of making the 
choir feel involved again for them to record some songs inside which could then be used in 
outside broadcasting.  There will be a Eucharist for Corpus Christi on Thursday 3rd June at 
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7.30pm (replacing the Wednesday) and we wonder if the choir, plus any new members 
might meet with Rev Ian at 6.30pm. We can have some discussion about future ideas in 
readiness for when things get back to normal. 
 

Coleen Webster – Moving to Yorkshire 
Colleen writes, “I'm sure you have already heard through St Mary's grapevine that I am 
moving to north Yorkshire. It’s taken hubby and I a lot of talking and thinking to make the 
decision, but I feel it will be better for Mark to be nearer to his family now he has retired. 
There's also a bit of "escape to the country" involved and I happen to love that part of 
England nestled between the moors and the dales with the coast not too far away for the 
dog to have a swim. 
 

I have experienced an amazing journey with you all at St Mary's and I want to thank you so 
much for seeing potential in me and guiding in the right direction. 
 

You have a great team at the Church,  and long may it prosper and grow in Christ Jesus. 
My last service will be this Sunday -  16th May when I will be on duty "meet and greet".  
 

I have ear marked a church, St Cuthberts which I think is in a place called Marton in 
Cleveland. It looks to be very proactive so that will suit me. I will of course miss everybody 
very much but I will keep contact and visit when I come and see family. 
Love from Colleen.” 
 

Rev Ian writes, “We shall of course miss Colleen very much.  She has thrown herself 
enthusiastically into supporting so much of our ministry here: choir, welcome team, 
Pastoral Assistant, fund-raising, Steps to Recovery, and so much more.” 
 

Hospital Visiting 
Although the wider community is opening up, hospital visiting restrictions remain in place 

with the exception of one nominated visitor per patient during their stay however each 

visit will need to be booked to manage footfall on the wards. Criteria of the nominated 

visitor is: 

 The number of visitors at the bedside will be limited to one close family member or 

friend which cannot change during the stay. 

 You will need to book your visit in advance by contacting the ward where your 

relative or friend is being cared for. 

  Prior to visiting, you will be asked about any high-risk conditions you or members 

of your household may have. Depending on your answers, you may be advised not to 

visit. 

  If your visit is agreed, you will be given instructions on where to go and who to ask 

for on your arrival at the hospital. 

  If you are unable to visit in person, please talk to the staff about arranging a virtual 

video visit. 

 All visitors will need to wear a surgical facemask in ward areas. This includes people 

who would otherwise be exempt. 

  You should bring as few personal belongings as possible with you, e.g. bags, 

electronic devices and gifts for the patient.  
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 You should remove your outer clothing, e.g. coat or jacket, roll your sleeves up and 

wash your hands for at least 20 seconds.  

D-Day Remembrance Service – 6th June. 
There will be a special service at St Mary’s on Sunday 6th June at 12.30pm attended by 

Veterans of WWII.  There are now only 17 of them left in Portchester, and all are in their 

90’s – one is 101 (Lawrence Churcher).  After the service, the church will be providing a tea 

outside if the weather is nice, or inside if it’s wet.  There will also be a singer coming along 

to entertain them.  This initiative was by Steve Shaw, RN who organises Portchester 

Remembers. Steve will also give the address at the service. This service will be by invitation 

only. The Portsmouth Sea Cadets will be helping with stewarding, serving etc.  
 

APCM & Electoral Roll 
The APCM (Annual Parochial Church Meeting) – the church’s AGM will be held on Sunday 

27th June at 11.45 in the church. At this meeting we will be electing new PCC members and 

Churchwardens, so perhaps you could be thinking and praying about this. More details in 

the next newsletter. 

We have been so blessed by the amount of new friends who have joined St Mary’s in the 

past couple of years.  We would invite you to now become an official member by coming on 

to the Electoral Roll.  Forms can be obtained from Denise Simmons (PCC Secretary), the 

Parish Office and Rev Ian.  Forms will be available at all services.  Please return these by the 

end of May. 
 

Later on this year ..... 
People’s diaries are once again filling up, and by September we hope that St Mary’s will be 

fully up and running again.  Here are some things already planned: 
 

September 

Sunday 5th. The start of the 11.30am Later Service, which means the Parish Eucharist will 

then be every week and go back to 9.30am.  
 

Sunday 12th Autumn series of Evening Services start at the Parish Hall until Advent 

Sunday (28th November) 
 

Tuesday 14th 7.00pm at the church. The Alpha Course begins.  This is ideal for those 

exploring Christianity, new to the faith, thinking of Confirmation, or just wanting to go over 

the foundations for faith again.  Last year’s course was held virtually after just the first few 

sessions, so those who were on last year’s are particularly welcome to join us again. Penny 

McIlroy and Carol Gay will be running this, so please have a word with them if you are 

interested.  
 

Friday 24th 7.30pm Concert with Fiona Harrison “Magic of the Musicals”. 
 

Christmas Fayre – Saturday 28th November.  

 


